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Having, most illustrious lord, seen and considered the experiments of 

all those who pose as masters in the art of inventing instruments of 

war, and finding that their inventions differ in no way from those in 

common use, I am emboldened, without prejudice to anyone, to solicit 

an appointment of acquainting your Excellency with certain of my 

secrets. 

1. I can construct bridges which are very light and strong and very 

portable, with which to pursue and defeat the enemy; and others more 

solid, which resist fire or assault, yet are easily removed and placed in 

position; and I can also burn and destroy those of the enemy. 

2. In case of a siege I can cut off water from the trenches and make 

pontoons and scaling ladders and other similar contrivances. 

3. If by reason of the elevation or the strength of its position a place 

cannot be bombarded, I can demolish every fortress if its foundations 

have not been set on stone. 

4. I can also make a kind of cannon which is light and easy of transport, 

with which to hurl small stones like hail, and of which the smoke causes 

great terror to the enemy, so that they suffer heavy loss and 

confusion. 

5. I can noiselessly construct to any prescribed point subterranean 

passages either straight or winding, passing if necessary underneath 

trenches or a river. 

6. I can make armoured wagons carrying artillery, which shall break 

through the most serried ranks of the enemy, and so open a safe 

passage for his infantry. 

7. If occasion should arise, I can construct cannon and mortars and 

light ordnance in shape both ornamental and useful and different from 

those in common use. 

8. When it is impossible to use cannon I can supply in their stead 

catapults, mangonels, trabocchi, and other instruments of admirable 

efficiency not in general use—I short, as the occasion requires I can 

supply infinite means of attack and defense. 

9. And if the fight should take place upon the sea I can construct many 

engines most suitable either for attack or defense and ships which can 

resist the fire of the heaviest cannon, and powders or weapons. 

10. In time of peace, I believe that I can give you as complete 

satisfaction as anyone else in the construction of buildings both public 

and private, and in conducting water from one place to another. 

 I can further execute sculpture in marble, bronze or clay, also in 

painting I can do as much as anyone else, whoever he may be. 

Moreover, I would undertake the commission of the bronze horse, 

which shall endue with immortal glory and eternal honour the auspicious 

memory of your father and of the illustrious house of Sforza.— 

And if any of the aforesaid things should seem to anyone impossible or 

impracticable, I offer myself as ready to make trial of them in your 

park or in whatever place shall please your Excellency, to whom I 

commend myself with all possible humility. 

 

Leonardo Da Vinci 
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Dear Mr. President 

First I would like to introduce myself. I am Elvis Presley and admire you and Have Great 

Respect for your office. I talked to Vice President Agnew in Palm Springs a week ago and 

expressed my concern for our country. The Drug Culture, The Hippie Elements, the SDS, 

Black Panthers, etc do not consider me as their enemy or as they call it The Establishment. 

I call it America and I Love it. Sir I can and will be of any Service that I can to help the 

country out. I have no concerns or motives other than helping the country out. So I wish 

not to be given a title or an appointed position, I can and will do more good if I were made 

a Federal Agent at Large, and I will help out by doing it my way through my 

communications with people of all ages. First and Foremost I am an entertainer but all I 

need is the Federal credentials.  

I am on the Plane with Sen. George Murphy and We have been discussing the problems 

that our country is faced with. Sir I am Staying at the Washington hotel Room 505-506-

507. I have 2 men who work with me by the name of Jerry Schilling and Sonny West. I am 

registered under the name of Jon Burrows. I will be here for as long as it takes to get the 

credentials of a Federal Agent. I have done in depth study of Drug Abuse and Communist 

Brainwashing Techniques and I am right in the middle of the whole thing, where I can and 

will do the most good.  

I am Glad to help just so long as it is kept very Private. You can have your staff or 

whomever call me anytime today tonight or Tomorrow. I was nominated the coming year 

one of America's Ten Most outstanding young men. That will be in January 18 in my 

Home Town of Memphis Tenn. I am sending you the short autobiography about myself so 

you can better understand this approach. I would love to meet you just to say hello if 

you're not too busy. 

Respectfully, 

Elvis Presley 

P.S. I believe that you Sir were one of the Top Ten Outstanding Men of America also. 

I have a personal gift for you also which I would like to present to you and you can accept 

it or I will keep it for you until you can take it. 
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Notes: 

 

For students, I generally don’t do the same sorts of documents I do with teachers to practice 

using APARTY.  Obviously teachers come to the table armed with more prior knowledge, more 

existing skills, and can handle material that might be inappropriate for school.  What I use in 

class changes from time to time, but here are the two I started with years ago.  They compare & 

contrast nicely, and involve people most of them have heard of but which they’ll have varying 

degrees of prior knowledge about. 

The first is from Leonardo DaVinci, applying for a job with the Duke of Milan.  It worked—Da 

Vinci got the job and kept it for sixteen years, until the French invaded the city and captured his 

employer. Leonardo da Vinci died in France, prematurely old, at the age of sixty-seven, in 1519. 

Though hailed by the later centuries as a “universal genius,” he felt that his “greatest schemes in 

science remained unrealized” and that “his quest for perfection in art” was unsuccessful. 

The second is from Elvis Presley, writing to President Richard Nixon hoping for some sort of 

‘federal agent’ credentials to help fight cultural decay and communism.  The present to which he 

refers in the post-script was a collectible revolver, which the Secret Service will NOT let you 

bring into the Oval Office—even if you’re Elvis.   

As to the songs and paintings, pretty much any pairs will do.  Go with what works for you.  The 

two paintings I use most often are ‘Woman At The Window’ by Salvador Dali (1925) and ‘A Girl 

Reading A Letter By An Open Window’ by Johannes Vermeer (c.1657). 

 

  
 


