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Why did Texas formally declare independence in March of 1836? 

 

(A) English was still the primary language and Protestantism dictated the flavor if not the form of 

their faith. 

 

(B) Taxes were collected sporadically if at all, and the long-distance soft-handed management by a 

distant and ever-changing Mexican government soon seemed largely theoretical. 

 

(C) The Constitution of 1824 emerged after nearly fifteen years of revolutionary war, shifting power 

structures, and bloody chaos in the aftermath of Spanish control. 

 

(D) More than open disagreement, this mutual sense of ‘us’ and ‘them’ may have contributed more 

than any other single factor to eventual violence between the two. 

 

(E) This very ‘American’ response would have been no surprise to a government or leader who’d paid 

attention to daily social and political life in the colonies. 

 

(F) After early hopes that Santa Anna would prove a defender of both this constitution and his 

constituents, it quickly became clear that his true sympathies were with the centralists – and his only 

true loyalties only to himself. 

 

(G) Consequently, as Santa Anna’s intentions became clear, the Texas colonies and a handful of 

Tejanos declared their independence in March of 1836 and demanded a return to the Constitution of 

1824, including basic protections and some form of representation before further taxation.  

 

(H) It established a federalist republic in Mexico, balancing power between the central government 

and the states and assuring at least some form of representative government. 
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(I) As Mexican authorities began to assert their authority in the decade leading up to the Texas 

Revolution, the colonists were predictably outraged. 

 

(J) Even when navigating the intangibles of social interaction or political maneuvering, the average 

Mexican and the typical colonist simply never ‘got’ one another. 

 

(K) As his regime quickly deteriorated into a dictatorship backed by the military, Texas colonists 

responded in the same way their American forebears had – by rebelling and insisting their basic 

rights be protected. 

 

(L) Mexico’s lack of diplomacy did little to help matters. 

 

(M) Although it meant risking the rich soil and new lives they’d only recently acquired under the 

most generous terms, Texas formally declared independence in March of 1836 because an 

increasingly centralist Mexican government overturned the Constitution of 1824, the colonies 

resented increased taxation and government oversight, and most settlers remained culturally 

‘American’ despite their pledges to assimilate into Mexican culture and submit to Mexican authority. 

 

(N) Although most were probably well-intentioned in their pledges to learn Spanish, follow the 

Catholic faith, and otherwise acculturate to Mexican ways, most settlers never assimilated in more 

than the most superficial ways. 

 

(O) On some level, however, what they really wanted was to be treated like Americans. 

 

(P) It failed to clarify who qualified as a citizen or guarantee suffrage – matters left to the states to 

determine – and mandated Roman Catholicism as the only recognized faith of the Mexican people, 

but was nevertheless as progressive a document as could have been hoped. 
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(Q) Mexico never fully trusted the Americans, and the Americans never really learned to understand 

or accept the Mexicans – even when they’d become ‘Mexicans’ themselves. 

 

(R) Much like those American colonists a few short generations before, the Texas colonies had grown 

accustomed to an unusual degree of independence in their daily lives and business dealings. 

 

(S) As far as Santa Anna and his supporters were concerned, that’s exactly what was about to happen. 

 

(T) Wealthy colonists maintained slavery under various guises despite the practice being explicitly 

forbidden in Mexican law, and settlers’ passion for self-government and economic opportunity 

seemed to trump even their own self-interest once aroused. 

 

(U) Allowed to run free as toddlers, they were unwilling as teenagers to submit to Mother Mexico no 

matter what they’d signed upon arrival. 

 

Put this essay into good order. The structure of the original looked something like this:: 

1st Paragraph – Complex Thesis (one sentence). “Although [concession], Stand [restates the prompt as 

closely as reasonably possible and clearly responds] because Supporting Point 1, Supporting Point 2, 

and Supporting Point 3. 

2nd Paragraph – Details and explanation related to Supporting Point 1. (Despite my exhortations to 

begin with a Topic Sentence to keep things as clear as possible, that isn’t explicitly required.) 

3rd Paragraph – Details and explanation related to Supporting Point 2. (Ideally this paragraph 

transitions from the previous paragraph as well.) 

4th Paragraph – Details and explanation related to Supporting Point 3. (Ideally this paragraph 

transitions from the previous paragraph. Many teachers insist the strongest of the three available 

supporting points be covered in this paragraph.) 

5th Paragraph – Conclusion. Although more sophisticated and effective conclusions are possible, for 

this sort of writing the conclusion may simply be a restatement of the thesis. This particular 

conclusion has three sentences and tries to end the essay with a little ‘kick’ at the end.  
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Although it meant risking the rich soil and new lives they’d only recently acquired under the most generous 

terms, Texas formally declared independence in March of 1836 because an increasingly centralist Mexican 

government overturned the Constitution of 1824, the colonies resented increased taxation and government 

oversight, and most settlers remained culturally ‘American’ despite their pledges to assimilate into Mexican 

culture and submit to Mexican authority.  

The Constitution of 1824 emerged after nearly fifteen years of revolutionary war, shifting power structures, 

and bloody chaos in the aftermath of Spanish control. It established a federalist republic in Mexico, balancing 

power between the central government and the states and assuring at least some form of representative 

government. It failed to clarify who qualified as a citizen or guarantee suffrage – matters left to the states to 

determine – and mandated Roman Catholicism as the only recognized faith of the Mexican people, but was 

nevertheless as progressive a document as could have been hoped. After early hopes that Santa Anna would 

prove a defender of both this constitution and his constituents, it quickly became clear that his true sympathies 

were with the centralists – and his only true loyalties only to himself. As his regime quickly deteriorated into a 

dictatorship backed by the military, Texas colonists responded in the same way their American forebears had – 

by rebelling and insisting their basic rights be protected. 

Much like those American colonists a few short generations before, the Texas colonies had grown accustomed 

to an unusual degree of independence in their daily lives and business dealings. Taxes were collected 

sporadically if at all, and the long-distance soft-handed management by a distant and ever-changing Mexican 

government soon seemed largely theoretical. As Mexican authorities began to assert their authority in the 

decade leading up to the Texas Revolution, the colonists were predictably outraged. Allowed to run free as 

toddlers, they were unwilling as teenagers to submit to Mother Mexico no matter what they’d signed upon 

arrival. Mexico’s lack of diplomacy did little to help matters.  

This very ‘American’ response would have been no surprise to a government or leader who’d paid attention to 

daily social and political life in the colonies. Although most were probably well-intentioned in their pledges to 

learn Spanish, follow the Catholic faith, and otherwise acculturate to Mexican ways, most settlers never 

assimilated in more than the most superficial ways. English was still the primary language and Protestantism 

dictated the flavor if not the form of their faith. Wealthy colonists maintained slavery under various guises 

despite the practice being explicitly forbidden in Mexican law, and settlers’ passion for self-government and 

economic opportunity seemed to trump even their own self-interest once aroused. Even when navigating the 

intangibles of social interaction or political maneuvering, the average Mexican and the typical colonist simply 

never ‘got’ one another. More than open disagreement, this mutual sense of ‘us’ and ‘them’ may have 

contributed more than any other single factor to eventual violence between the two. Mexico never fully 

trusted the Americans, and the Americans never really learned to understand or accept the Mexicans – even 

when they’d become ‘Mexicans’ themselves.  

Consequently, as Santa Anna’s intentions became clear, the Texas colonies and a handful of Tejanos declared 

their independence in March of 1836 and demanded a return to the Constitution of 1824, including basic 

protections and some form of representation before further taxation. On some level, however, what they really 

wanted was to be treated like Americans. As far as Santa Anna and his supporters were concerned, that’s 

exactly what was about to happen. 


