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What were the most important short-term impacts of the reform movements of the 1820s 

and the 1830s? 

 

 

(A) Finally, and in many ways most significantly, he established the expectation that teachers should 

undergo special training in preparation for their roles and be expected to meet basic minimal 

standards before being employed in educating others.   

 

 

(B) Alcoholism, mental illness, lack of education, or other “shortcomings” were seen less as permanent 

conditions and more as challenges to be overcome. 

 

 

(C) Perhaps it was only natural that even American ideas concerning eternal life were impacted. 

 

 

(D) In their efforts to enlist support for temperance, they pointed out alcohol’s impact on the workplace 

and its harm to the individual as well as to themselves and their children, and in so doing garnered 

some support from businessmen and other political and financial leaders. 

 

 

(E) Horace Mann is the figure most associated with the establishment of an extensive public school 

system.  

 

 

(F) The Second Great Awakening “democratized” Christianity by offering an understanding of the Bible 

in which the individual could and must deal with their Creator more directly, while movements like 

Transcendentalism, various Utopian Societies, and the birth of the Latter Day Saints demonstrated 

an unprecedented freedom of the individual to seek and define the supernatural in their own terms. 

 

 

(G) Although true equality for women and minorities remained generations away, there were many 

important short-term impacts of the reform movements of the 1820s and the 1830s. The most 

important of these were a focus on public education as a critical element of a democratic society, the 

expansion of public roles for women active in various reform efforts, and the expansion of the idea 

that both individuals and society could improve and be improved through spiritual enlightenment and 

sufficient effort.  
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(H) Because it was in the best interest of the public, and by extension, the state, that the general 

population not remain ignorant, he argued, education should be paid for, controlled, and sustained 

by public funds.   

 

 

(I) Perhaps most surprisingly, many women – even in the South – found themselves in sympathy with 

the plight of slaves. 

 
 

(J) This Enlightenment ideal of progress through reason and effort only grew in impact and application 

as the first generation of “native-born” Americans came into economic, social, and political power.   

 

 

(K) While many women found their calling in these new, improved classrooms, the reform efforts of the 

early 19th century offered unprecedented opportunities for them in other areas as well. 

 

 

(L) It should promote values and methods appropriate to a free and diverse society, and must therefore 

remain non-sectarian and avoid the heavy-handed methods of many European schools.   

 

 

(M) He also fought for better facilities, higher teacher pay, and other investments demonstrating a civic 

commitment to educational excellence.   

 

 

(N) (Conclusion) There was a long way to go, despite progress in the 1820s and 1830s, but that in no 

way detracts from the successes and the precedents laid in promoting public education, opening 

doors for women, and proving that personal and community progress could be a physical as well as 

a spiritual reality. 

 

 

(O) Their legal status as lesser creatures than the men to whom they were bound, the trivialization of 

their thoughts and opinions, and the expectation that they were intended primarily to support and 

serve others could not help but stir some awareness in white women across the nation that the 

current structure of society was not in keeping with its stated ideals. 

 

 

(P) In the same way that the Founders and Framers believed man was capable of ruling himself and 

improving himself politically, reformers believed man was capable of improving himself and his 

community socially and spiritually as well.   
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(Q) It was largely in recognition of this dilemma that women began advocating for more complete 

citizenship for themselves, in order that they might better impact the whole. 

 

 

(R) Certainly the most important short-term impact of the reform era, though, was the magnification of 

the belief that the individual had inherent value, and that his or her condition was neither pre-

ordained nor irreversible.   

 
 

(S) Women worked closer to home as well to fight to limit drunkenness and the abuses that too often 

accompanied it.   

 

 

(T) Women often took the lead in reforming local prisons, establishing facilities for the mentally ill, and 

promoting other institutions designed to lead individuals from sin or suffering into success.   

 

 

 

P#1:  Thesis Statement (1 or 2 sentences in our preferred format) 

 

P#2:  Topic Sentence (may transition from previous paragraph / must expand on first supporting point). 

Details and support for Topic Sentence. 

 

P#3:  Topic Sentence (may transition from previous paragraph / must expand on second supporting  

  point) Details and support for Topic Sentence. 

 

P#4:  Topic Sentence (may transition from previous paragraph / must expand on third supporting point)  

Details and support for Topic Sentence. 

 

P#5:  Concluding Paragraph (for now, brief restatement of thesis). 
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Although true equality for women and minorities remained generations away, there were many important short-

term impacts of the reform movements of the 1820s and the 1830s. The most important of these were a focus on 

public education as a critical element of a democratic society, the expansion of public roles for women active in 

various reform efforts, and the expansion of the idea that both individuals and society could improve and be 

improved through spiritual enlightenment and sufficient effort.  

Horace Mann is the figure most associated with the establishment of an extensive public school system. He fought 

for better facilities, higher teacher pay, and other investments demonstrating a civic commitment to educational 

excellence. Because it was in the best interest of the public, and by extension, the state, that the general 

population not remain ignorant, he argued, education should be paid for, controlled, and sustained by public 

funds. It should promote values and methods appropriate to a free and diverse society, and must therefore 

remain non-sectarian and avoid the heavy-handed methods of many European schools. Finally, and in many ways 

most significantly, he established the expectation that teachers should undergo special training in preparation for 

their roles and be expected to meet basic minimal standards before being employed in educating others.   

While many women found their calling in these new, improved classrooms, the reform efforts of the early 19th 

century offered unprecedented opportunities for them in other areas as well. Women often took the lead in 

reforming local prisons, establishing facilities for the mentally ill, and promoting other institutions designed to 

lead individuals from sin or suffering into success.  Women worked closer to home as well to fight to limit 

drunkenness and the abuses that too often accompanied it.  In their efforts to enlist support for temperance, they 

pointed out alcohol’s impact on the workplace and its harm to the individual as well as to themselves and their 

children, and in so doing garnered some support from businessmen and other political and financial leaders. 

Perhaps most surprisingly, many women – even in the South – found themselves in sympathy with the plight of 

slaves. Their legal status as lesser creatures than the men to whom they were bound, the trivialization of their 

thoughts and opinions, and the expectation that they were intended primarily to support and serve others could 

not help but stir some awareness in white women across the nation that the current structure of society was not 

in keeping with its stated ideals. It was largely in recognition of this dilemma that women began advocating for 

more complete citizenship for themselves, in order that they might better impact the whole. 

Certainly the most important short-term impact of the reform era, though, was the magnification of the belief 

that the individual had inherent value, and that his or her condition was neither pre-ordained nor irreversible.  In 

the same way that the Founders and Framers believed man was capable of ruling himself and improving himself 

politically, reformers believed man was capable of improving himself and his community socially and spiritually as 

well. This Enlightenment ideal of progress through reason and effort only grew in impact and application as the 

first generation of “native-born” Americans came into economic, social, and political power.  Alcoholism, mental 

illness, lack of education, or other “shortcomings” were seen less as permanent conditions and more as 

challenges to be overcome. Perhaps it was only natural that even American ideas concerning eternal life were 

impacted. The Second Great Awakening “democratized” Christianity by offering an understanding of the Bible in 

which the individual could and must deal with their Creator more directly, while movements like 

Transcendentalism, various Utopian Societies, and the birth of the Latter Day Saints demonstrated an 

unprecedented freedom of the individual to seek and define the supernatural in their own terms. 

There was a long way to go, despite progress in the 1820s and 1830s, but that in no way detracts from the 

successes and the precedents laid in promoting public education, opening doors for women, and proving that 

personal and community progress could be a physical as well as a spiritual reality. 


