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FACTS VS. OPINION QUIZ
YOU WILL NEED YOUR OWN PAPER.  PLEASE 

CREATE A PROPER HEADING AND WRITE NEATLY. 
USE CAPS FOR MULTIPLE CHOICE RESPONSES.

FACTS VS. OPINIONS

The State of Oklahoma includes ‘Facts vs. Opinions’ as a required 
(and tested) Social Studies skill – at least as of this week. You 
never know around here how long these things will last. 

 For purposes of this sort of assessment, ‘Facts’ are objective 
statements. They can be quantified and proven or disproven. As 
used in this context, ‘Facts’ can be incorrect – that is, the can be 
true OR untrue - as long as they are objectively one or the other.

 For purposes of this sort of assessment, ‘Opinions’ are subjective 
statements. They cannot be easily quantified or proven in a 
scientific sense. Even if you agree, a statement may still be an 
Opinion. 

FACTS VS. OPINIONS

(1) Mr. Blundertooth teaches 9th Grade Social Studies at 
Expectation Falls Academy for Disillusioned Youth. 

(2) He is 425 pounds and about 6 feet tall.

(3) Pretty big, yes—but he carries it off with so much                 
style you’d never guess he weighed so much!

(4) Now he wants us to learn a new skill for today’s 
common assessment: facts vs. opinions.

(5) These skills things just get dumber and dumber.
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FACTS VS. OPINIONS

(1) Mr. Blundertooth teaches 9th Grade Social Studies at 
Expectation Falls Academy for Disillusioned Youth. 

(2) He is 425 pounds and about 6 feet tall.

(3) Pretty big, yes—but he carries it off with so much                 
style you’d never guess he weighed so much!

(4) Now he wants us to learn a new skill for today’s 
common assessment: facts vs. opinions.

(5) These skills things just get dumber and dumber.

FROM MARY BOYKIN MILLER CHESNUT’S DIARY               

(APRIL 13, 1861—JUST AFTER THE FIRING ON FT. SUMTER)

Fort Sumter has been on fire. Anderson has not yet silenced any of our guns. 
So the aides, still with swords and red sashes by way of uniform, tell us. But 
the sound of those guns makes regular meals impossible…

Mrs. Wigfall and I solace ourselves with tea in my room. These women have 
all a satisfying faith. "God is on our side," they say… Mrs. Wigfall and I ask 
"Why?" "Of course, He hates the Yankees,” we are told… 

Not by one word or look can we detect any change in the demeanor of these 
negro servants. Lawrence sits at our door, sleepy and respectful, and 
profoundly indifferent. So are they all, but they carry it too far. You could not 
tell that they even heard the awful roar going on in the bay, though it has 
been dinning in their ears night and day. People talk before them as if they 
were chairs and tables. They make no sign. Are they stolidly stupid? or wiser 
than we are; silent and strong, biding their time?

FROM MARY BOYKIN MILLER CHESNUT’S DIARY               

(APRIL 13, 1861—JUST AFTER THE FIRING ON FT. SUMTER)

Fort Sumter has been on fire. Anderson has not yet silenced 
any of our guns. So the aides, still with swords and red sashes 
by way of uniform, tell us. But the sound of those guns makes 
regular meals impossible…

(1) Is the yellow-highlighted sentence above

F(act) or O(pinion)?

(2) Is the pink-highlighted sentence above 

F(act) or O(pinion)?
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FROM MARY BOYKIN MILLER CHESNUT’S DIARY               

(APRIL 13, 1861—JUST AFTER THE FIRING ON FT. SUMTER)

Mrs. Wigfall and I solace ourselves with tea in my room. 
These women have all a satisfying faith. "God is on our side," 
they say… Mrs. Wigfall and I ask "Why?" "Of course, He hates 
the Yankees,” we are told… 

(3) Is the cyan-highlighted sentence above 

F(act) or O(pinion)? 

(4) Is the orange-highlighted sentence above 

F(act) or O(pinion)? 

(5) Is the pink-highlighted sentence above 

F(act) or O(pinion)?

FROM MARY BOYKIN MILLER CHESNUT’S DIARY               

(APRIL 13, 1861—JUST AFTER THE FIRING ON FT. SUMTER)

Not by one word or look can we detect any change in the 
demeanor of these negro servants. Lawrence sits at our door, 
sleepy and respectful, and profoundly indifferent. So are they all, 
but they carry it too far. You could not tell that they even heard 
the awful roar going on in the bay, though it has been dinning in 
their ears night and day. People talk before them as if they were 
chairs and tables. They make no sign. Are they stolidly stupid? or 
wiser than we are; silent and strong, biding their time?

(6) Is the yellow-highlighted sentence above F(act) or O(pinion)?

(7) Is the pink-highlighted sentence above F(act) or O(pinion)?

(8) Is the cyan-highlighted sentence above F(act) or O(pinion)?

9. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS 
IS OPINION RATHER THAN FACT?

(A) Sequoyah created a Cherokee syllabary so that 
the Cherokee would have a written language.

(B) Many people confuse a “syllabary” with an 
“alphabet”.

(C) Although they’re very similar, you’ll sound 
smarter if you get the name right.   

(D) The Cherokee Phoenix, which began in 1828, is 
still published today, although now it’s mostly in 
English. 
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10. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS 
IS OPINION RATHER THAN FACT?

(A) Just before he was executed, John Brown wrote that 
he was “now quite certain that the crimes of this 
guilty land will never be purged away but with blood.”

(B) That was a creepy thing to say, but he was right.

(C) A few years later, the United States was in the midst 
of the Civil War.

(D) The 13th Amendment ended the system of slavery 
which John Brown so vigorously opposed.

11. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING EXCERPTS FROM 
PRESIDENT LINCOLN’S FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
IS A FACT RATHER THAN AN OPINION?

(A) “…It is seventy-two years since the first inauguration 
of a president under our national Constitution.”

(B) “…There needs to be no bloodshed or violence, and 
there shall be none unless it be forced upon the 
national authority.”

(C) “Plainly, the central idea of secession is the essence of 
anarchy.”

(D) “…think calmly and well upon this whole subject. 
Nothing valuable can be lost by taking time.”

12. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS 
IS FACT RATHER THAN AN OPINION?

(A) Northern efforts to reconstruct the South after the 
Civil War were brave but futile.

(B) Southerners were simply too prejudiced to seriously 
try to integrate the freedmen.

(C) It didn’t help that the federal government during this 
time was one of the most wasteful and corrupt in 
American history.

(D) The Compromise of 1877 gave Republicans the White 
House in exchange for withdrawing federal troops 
from the South.  Reconstruction was officially “over”.  


