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Name of the Person Whose Paper You Are Assessing: ___________________________________________  

Essay Outline Rubric [Please keep in mind that it is more important to be helpful than to be ‘nice’, but being a jerk is 

still being a jerk. Staple this page to the top of their essay outline when finished.] 

 

Complex Thesis: 

 

 Underline the ‘stand’ in their thesis.  If it’s clear and easy to find, give it 10 points:             ____ / 10 

 If the stand rephrases the prompt as closely and completely as reasonably possible, give 5 points:       ____ / 5 

 Number the three supporting points. For each one you can clearly identify, give 3 points, +1 if all 3:   ____ / 10 

 If the first point is clear, grammatically decent, spelled properly, etc., give it 2 points:   ____ / 2 

 If the first point makes sense and clearly projects the main idea of Paragraph 2, give a point:  ____ / 1 

 If the first point is historically sound and defensible, give it 2 points:     ____ / 2 

 If the second point is clear, grammatically decent, spelled properly, etc., give it 2 points:  ____ / 2 

 If the second point makes sense and clearly projects the main idea of Paragraph 3, give a point: ____ / 1 

 If the second point is historically sound and defensible, give it 2 points:     ____ / 2 

 If the third point is clear, grammatically decent, spelled properly, etc., give it 2 points:   ____ / 2 

 If the third point makes sense and clearly projects the main idea of Paragraph 4, give a point:  ____ / 1 

 If the third point is historically sound and defensible, give it 2 points:     ____ / 2 

 Does their Complex Thesis begin w/ the word ‘Although’? If yes, give it 2 points. Otherwise, zero: ____ / 2 

 Does concession (the ‘although statement’) pull against their stand or demonstrate complexity?   ____ / 3 

 Does concession make sense as used? Is it clear and does it ‘sound’ right?    ____ / 2 

 If this thesis has good overall flow, clarity, and ‘sounds’ professional and knowledgeable, give 3 points: ____ / 3 

 

Add up the total possible out of 50…                   _____ / 50 

Specific, Constructive, Helpful Comments about the Complex Thesis: 
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1st Topic Sentence: 

 If the topic sentence is actually a sentence – grammatically correct and such, 3 points:            ____ / 3 

 If the topic sentence relates to the FIRST supporting point of the Thesis, give 3 points:           ____ / 3 

 If the topic sentence expands/explains/does more than repeat what’s in the thesis, 2 points :           ____ / 2 

 If the topic sentence clearly contributes to answering the prompt, give 2 points:            ____ / 2 

 For each supporting detail which is easily understood and clearly supports topic sentence, 2 points:   ____ / ??? 

Specific, Constructive, Helpful Comments about Topic Sentence #1: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2nd Topic Sentence: 

 If the topic sentence is actually a sentence – grammatically correct and such, 3 points:             ____ / 3 

 If the topic sentence relates to the SECOND supporting point of the Thesis, give 3 points:            ____ / 3 

 If the topic sentence expands/explains/does more than repeat what’s in the thesis, 2 points :            ____ / 2 

 If the topic sentence clearly contributes to answering the prompt, give 2 points:             ____ / 2 

 For each supporting detail which is easily understood and clearly supports topic sentence, 2 points:   ____ / ??? 

Specific, Constructive, Helpful Comments about Topic Sentence #2: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3rd Topic Sentence: 

 If the topic sentence is actually a sentence – grammatically correct and such, 3 points:            ____ / 3 

 If the topic sentence relates to the THIRD supporting point of the Thesis, give 3 points:           ____ / 3 

 If the topic sentence expands/explains/does more than repeat what’s in the thesis, 2 points :           ____ / 2 

 If the topic sentence clearly contributes to answering the prompt, give 2 points:            ____ / 2 

 For each supporting detail which is easily understood and clearly supports topic sentence, 2 points:   ____ / ??? 

Specific, Constructive, Helpful Comments about Topic Sentence #3: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Add up the total (maximum possible = 50)…                      _____ / 50  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Total Both Sides of this Rubric:                 _____ / 100 


